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The main subjects of her research activity are:



1. The Christianization and the conversion of the Roman Empire. In the East, she has
explored the evolution of the bishops’ role in the governance of late antique towns,
alongside and in competition with civic authorities. In the West, she has analyzed the
homilies of Ambrose of Milan and of a number of bishops around him, comparing
their production with the archeological artifacts and epigraphical sources, in order to
show the progress of Christianization in the northern towns and countryside.

2. The expressive forms and the political function of rhetoric, with an investigation of the
evolution and the meaning of some literary genres. She focussed on the
historiographical, the poetical and the biographical genres, from the Augustean to the
late antique expressions.

3. The institutional changes from Constantine to Theodose I, with respect to the function
of senatorial aristocracy in the Urbs, as a mediating force between the imperial power
and the citizens, analysing the forces that played a role in law-making from legislative
drafting to actual implementation.

4. The relationship between Pagans and Christians in Late Antiquity and the research on
the conflict and dialogue between different religions.

5. Translation and historical Comment of Cassiodorus’ Variae

6. The canonical collections and the Collectio Avellana
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