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A. Personal Statement 
 
I have been interested in the basic immunological mechanisms that sustain autoimmune diseases, in particular 
addressing the processes involved in epitope evasion from tolerance and the identification and characterization 
of the self-reactive T cell repertoire. During my PhD program, my residency in Clinical Pathology and more 
recently my Post Doc/Fellowship, I participated in numerous national and international conferences and 
published 30 peer-reviewed papers, with an H index of 15. I serve as MD for patients affected by different 
autoimmune diseases, completing my expertise with animal models and basic research with a 
clinical/translational approach. Since 2020 I achieved the role of Assistant Professor in General Pathology at the 
Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore of Rome, School of Medicine, Biotechnology and Pharmacy. Since 
November 2021 I achieved the role of Assistant Professor in Human Anatomy at the University of Perugia, School 
of Medicine, where I have recently established my research laboratory. 
 
B. Positions and Honors 
 

- Degree in Medicine and Surgery and Doctorate in Cellular and Molecular Cardiology with excellence and 
Residency degree with excellence “cum laude”. 

 
C. Contributions to Science  
 
Funds obtained as Principal Investigator (PI) or Head of Operative Unit (HOU) or Collaborator. 
 

• “Definition and regulation of T cells specific for self-antigens of the CNS”- NMSS Research Project 
03/2002-03/2005 (Collaborator) 

• “Analysis of the role of Myelin-specific CD8+ cells in RR-EAE by TCR centered studies” – FISM Pilot 
Project 2003-2004 (Collaborator) 

• “Transgenic models in complex diseases (Preparation of transgenic mice carrying the PLP-specific Beta 
chain(s) characteristic of public CD4+ cells)”. FIRB MIUR – 2004-2006 (Collaborator) 

• “Analysis of the shift in TCR repertoire usage during immune response to Her-2/neu in BALB/c and 
BALB/neuT mice” – PRIN MIUR 2005-2006 (Collaborator) 

• “Molecular mechanisms for transfer of information from environment to T cells in the pathogenesis of 
EAE” - FISM Pilot Project 2009-2010 (Collaborator) 

• “Determinants of virus-specific immune control in viral HIV co-infections”. PRIN MIUR 2010-2011. 
(Collaborator) 



 

• “Latent Tuberculosis and development of a model for post-exposure vaccination”. PRIN MIUR 2010-
2012. (Collaborator) 

• “Molecular mechanisms for transfer of information from environment to encephalitogenic T cells in the 
pathogenesis of EAE”. Role of TLR2 - FISM Project 2011-2012 (Collaborator) 

• “Immunoscope analysis of T cell responses to MBP85-99 in Multiple Sclerosis.” (2011-2013) Don Carlo 
Gnocchi Foundation. (PI) 

• “Treatment of multiple sclerosis using PIF, a nontoxic immune modulatory peptide.”  NIH SBIR application 
1R43NS080534-01 – The application has received a score of 25. Co-applicant 

• “Janus-faced” liposomes as therapeutic tools to mediate a T suppressor phenotype in Multiple Sclerosis.” 
FISM Project 2017-2020 (Collaborator) 

• “The S100B protein as a potential therapeutic target in multiple sclerosis. An in vivo study” FISM pilot 
project 2018/R/11 (Collaborator). 

• “The S100B protein as a potential therapeutic target in multiple sclerosis. An in vivo study” FISM pilot 
project 2018/R/11 (Collaborator). 
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Bibliometric indexes 

Cumulative Impact Factor: 197,214 
Mean Impact Factor: 5,634 
Number of publications: 35 
Number of first names: 11 
Normalized Citations: 23,3 

Citations: 558 
Contemporary H-Index: 13 

i-10 H Index: 23 
Scopus H Index: 15 

 
 
D. Additional Information: Research Support and/or Scholastic Performance  
 
Research 

• Role of Antigen presenting cells from lymph node and CNS in vivo and in vitro. 

• Animal models of EAE, Collagen Induced Arthritis and immunosuppressed transgenic mice. 

• Balance of Th1/Th17/Treg subpopulations and B cell maturation. 

• Generation of Car-T cells and Dendritic cells for application in immunotherapy 
 

Position  Name and address of host Institute  From  To  

Internship  
Inst. of General Pathology (Prof. F. Ria), ‘Università Cattolica del 
Sacro Cuore, Rome Italy. 

2002  2007  

Internship  
Department of Cardiology (prof Mansourati), “Université de la 
Bretagne” Brest, France.  

2004  2005  

Internship  
Department of Rheumatology (Prof. G.F. Ferraccioli) Università 
Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, Rome 

2004  2006  

PhD Student  
PhD program in ‘Cellular and Molecular Cardiology’ Università 
Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, Rome - Italy.  

2007  2011  

Residency 
Inst. of General Pathology (Prof. T Galeotti- Prof R. De Maria), 
Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, Rome 

2011 2016 

Fellowship Post Doc 
Department of Rheumatology (Prof. G.F. Ferraccioli) Università 
Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, Rome Italy. 

2015 2017 

Research Asssitant 
Inst. of General Pathology (Prof. R. De Maria), ‘Università Cattolica 
del Sacro Cuore, Rome Italy. 

2017 2019 

Assistant Professor 
Inst. of General Pathology, ‘Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, 
Rome Italy. 

2020 2021 

Assistant Professor Inst. of Human Anatomy, Universitay of Perugia, Italy. 2021 
To 
date 

 
Skils:  

• Cellular biology techinques 

• Molecular Biology techniques 

• Grant and project manager  

• Team coordinator  

• Bigdata and databases analyst. 


