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Personal Informations:

Nationality: Italian
Born in Rome on 09/01/1978

E-mail: andrea.polcaro@unipg.it

Current position:

Associate Professor in Near Eastern Archaeology (L-OR/05) from 6 April 2023 to date at
Perugia University (Department of Humanities).

Past positions:

Fixed-time Researcher (Type B) from 6 April 2020 to 5 April 2023 at Perugia University
(Department of Humanities) for the Scientific Sector L-OR/05 (Near Eastern Archaeology).
Contract professor in Near Eastern Archaeology at Perugia University, Department of Hu-
manities from the Academic Year 2016/2017 to 2019/2020.

Research Fellow signed on 1 July 2016 at Perugia University (Department of Humanities) in
Near Eastern Archaeology, in the framework of the project: “Inside Ancient Materials
through Non- Destructive Spectroscopic Analysis”, renewed on 15 July 2017 for a second
year to 14 July 2018.

Fixed-time Researcher (Type A) from 20 May 2013 to 20 May 2016 at Perugia University
(Department of Humanities) for the Scientific Sector L-OR/05 (Near Eastern Archaeology).
Contract professor in Near Eastern Archaeology at Perugia University, Department of Hu-
manities from the Academic Year 2008/2009 to 2012/2013.

Educational path:

PhD student in Near Eastern Archaeology from 2003 to 2006 at Sapienza University of
Rome. On 18 May 2007 he discuss the Phd thesis in Near Eastern Archaeology (XIX cycle):
“The Beginning of Urbanization in the Early Bronze Age I in Jordan: settlement and ceme-
teries analysis”.

Master Degree in Near Eastern Archaeology at Sapienza University of Rome on 24 April
2003, vote 110/110 cum laude, with a thesis entitled: “Necropolis and Funerary Costumes in
Palestine from the Early Bronze Age I to the Early Bronze Age III”.

National Scientific Habilitation

On 18/02/2014 he got the National Scientific Habilitation (ASN) as Associate Professor for
the sector 10/N1. The ASN was renewed on 20/12/2019.

Teaching Experiences

Since the Academic Year 2008/2009 to date he hold a course of 36 hours on “Near Eastern

Archaeology” at Perugia University (Department of Humanities), MA Course in Archaeolo-



gy and History of Art.

Since the Academic Year 2019/2020 to date he hold a course of 36 hours on “History of
agricolture and ancient food” at Perugia University (Department of Humanities), BA Course
in Economy and Culture of Alimentation (ECOCAL).

Since the Academic Year 2020/2021 to date he hold a course of 36 hours on “Mediterranean
Protohistory” at Perugia University (Department of Humanities), BA Course in Cultural
Heritage.

In the Academic Year 2013/2014 he held a Laboratory on “Sciences applied to Cultural He-
ritage”, in 2014/2015 and in 2015/2016 of “Drawing and digitalizing of ancient pottery”, of
75 hours. In the Academic Year 2020/2021 he held a second Laboratory on “Sciences ap-
plied to Cultural Heritage”, of 30 hours. Finally since 2021/2022 to date he held the Dedalo
Laboratory on “Orientation to the methodologies of archacological research and to the study
of ancient artifacts”, of 30 hours by year.

Since the Academic Year 2020/2021 (Cycle XXXVII) he is a member of the PhD College of
Perugia University, Department of Humanities in “History, arts and languages in modern
and ancient Europe”, Curriculum: “History and civilizations of the ancient world”.

He was supervisor of 14 BA degree thesis and 15 MA degree thesis, and tutor of two PhD

thesis.

Research activities and archaeological excavations

His main research activities are archaeological excavations and surveys in the Near East, begun in

1998. His main research topics are: Early Bronze Age Urbanization, megalithic architecture, funer-

ary archaeology, cultural astronomy, trades and contacts in the Near East, in particular between

Egypt and Southern Levant. During his researches he also deepen the GIS softwares applied on ar-

chaeological surveys (in particular ArchView, ArchGis, OziExplorer and the use of GPS systems for

archaeological documentation) and the creation of applied databases. In his researches, he constant-

ly used modern technologies for archaeology and for the study of ancient artifacts, like Raman and

Micro-Raman analysis.

Directions of archaeological excavations

Since 2012 to date he is co-director, together with Juan Ramon Muniz (Pontificia Facultad
of Salamanca, Spain), of the Italian-Spanish Archaeological Expedition to Jebel al- Mu-
tawwaq (Jordan). This archaeological project has the official permit by the Department of
Antiquities of Jordan. It regards the study and the reservation of a huge megalithic cemetery
with hundreds of well preserved dolmens, dated to the Early Bronze Age 1. Since 2014 to
date the expedition is supported by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation (MAECI) and by the Italian Embassy at Amman.

Since 2025 to date he is the scientific director of the Archaeological Expedition on the Pe-
trarvella Mount (Panicale, Italy). This archeological project has the official permit by the
“Soprintendenza Archeologia belle arti e paesaggio dell’Umbria” (DG-ABAP - Decreto del
Direttore generale rep. n. 980 - 17/06/2025). The expedition, funded by the “Comune di
Panicale” is carried on in the framework of the didactical archaeological laboratory “Deda-



lo” of the Department of Humanities of Perugia University and concerns the study of an ar-
chaeological site with multiple chronological phases, spanning from the Copper Age to the
Middle Ages.

From 2014 to 2022 he was co-director with Davide Nadali (Sapienza University of Rome)
of a join excavation project at Nigin / Tell Zurghul in Iraq (Dhi-Qar); the project has the of-
ficial permit by the SBAH (State Board of Antiquities and Heritage of Iraq) and is supported
by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation (MAECI) and by
the Italian Embassy at Baghdad. The site is a settlement of around 70 hectares, identified as
Nigin, one of the three cities of the Sumerian State of Lagash. In 2016 the expedition recei-
ved the affiliation to the American Schools of Oriental Research.

From 2021 to 2023 he was co-director, together with Donatella Scortecci, of the archaeolog-
ical expedition to the Madaba Cathedral in Jordan. This urban archaeological area has huge
architectural remains of Byzantine Period, to be investigated, restored and protected in the
framework of the AICS Project “Discovering Madaba”, with the final aim of the creation of

a new archaeological park for the city of Madaba opened to the public.

Direction of projects of enchantment, restoration and fruition of Cultural Heritage in Jordan

Since 01/02/2021 to date he is Scientific Director of the project “Discovering Madaba. A
project of sustainable tourism” funded by the Italian Agency for Development Cooperation
(AICS) of Amman, implemented by Perugia University (Department of Humanities), in
cooperation with the Department of Antiquities of Jordan. The project, started on
19/05/2020, foresees several activities, as such as the rehabilitation to the public of five ar-
chaeological urban areas in the Madaba city-center and the realization of 21 training courses
in archaeology, restoration, protection and management of Cultural Heritage.

Since 2015 to date he co-direct the project MRAMP (Madaba Archaeological Museum Pro-
ject), together with Douglas Clark (La Sierra University - California), Suzanne Richard
(Gannon University - Pennsylvania) and Marta D’ Andrea (Sapienza University of Rome).
The project, coordinated by the Department of Antiquities of Jordan, is funded by: American
Center of Oriental Research (ACOR) of Amman, SCHEP-USAID American Fund, the Ita-
lian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation. The project regards the en-
chantment of the Madaba Archaeological Park West where a new archaeological regional
museum has to be planned and built. The new museum is designed to house collections of
artifacts from the archaeological excavations of the region. The MRAMP is an American

Schools of Oriental Research affiliated project.

Participation to archaeological excavations and research projects

From 1998 to 2010 he was member of the Italian Archaeological Expedition toTell Mardikh-
Ebla (Syria), under the direction of Prof. P. Matthiae (Sapienza University of Rome). He
worked in several areas of the site, investigating public contexts - as the Southern Palace
(Area FF), the “Temple of the Rock” (Area HH), the Western Palace (Area Q), the Palace E,
The AA Fortress and the South-Western Door (Area A) - and funerary contexts, as the shaft
tomb P.8680 (Area FF).



From 2004 to 2007 he was member of the Italian Archaeological Expedition to Palestine and
Transjordan, under the direction of Prof. L. Nigro (Sapienza University of Rome). He was
supervisor of Area B at Khirbet al-Batrawy (Jordan) for three season of excavations and he
collaborated to the archaeological surveys along the Wadi az-Zarga (Jordan).

From 2004 to 2007 he participated to the project PADIS (Palestine Archaeological Databank
and Information System) of Sapienza University of Rome, in cooperation with UNESCO
and the Department of Antiquities of Palestine.

From 2006 to 2008 he participated to the project ARCANE (Associated Regional Chronolo-
gies for the Ancient Near East and the Eastern Mediterranean) of Tuebingen University.
Since 2013 to 2016 he direct the research unit of Perugia University in the framework of the
Project FIRB "Time Through Colors: Analysis of Painted Artifacts in Their Archaeological,
Historical and Sociological Contexts", funded by MIUR (FIRB program 2012). The project
was coordinated by Sapienza University of Rome (Department of Antiquities), in coopera-
tion with Cagliari University (Department of Physic) and the Ashmolean Museum of Ox-
ford. The project was about analysis on painted clay objects stored at Ashmolean Museum,
through Raman and micro-Raman Spectroscopy using a new portable instrument, devel-
oped during the project itself.

Since 01/02/2021 to date he is responsable of the research unit of Perugia University (De-
partment of Humanities), in the framework of the Project PRIN Co-fin 2017 “Fluid Cres-
cent”, coordinated by Davide Nadali of Sapienza University of Rome (Department of Antig-
uities). The three-years project, renewed by MIUR till 18/09/2023, regards the study of the
role of water in the ancient Near Eastern societies; the role of the research unit of Perugia

University is to study the role of water-systems in the food production activities.

Organization of exhibitions about Archaeology and Cultural Heritage

In 2025 he organized the exhibition “Paesaggi d’Acqua: dalle prime citta al mondo contem-
poraneo”, in the framework of the Italian National Project Prin Co-Fin 2017 “Fluid Cre-
scent. Water and Life in the Societies of the Ancient Near East”. The exhibition, showing
through 3D technologies the last discoveries in the site of Jebel al-Mutawwaq (Jordan) and
Tell Zurghul, ancient Nigin (Iraq), was inaugurated on 15 febbraio 2024 at Palazzo Murena,
Piazza dell’Universita 1, Perugia, Italy.

In 2021 he organized the exhibition “Madaba, the city of mosaics”, presenting the results of
the first year of work at Madaba, Jordan, in the framework of the Project “Discovering Ma-
daba” funded by AICS and implemented by Perugia University. The exhibition was inaugu-
rated at Bernabei Palace, Assisi (Italy), on 18/06/2021. The exhibition was settled as an im-
mersive path, with the real 3D reconstruction of some interiors of the Madaba Byzantine
Churches in the rooms of Bernabei Palace. This was possible through the use of new techno-
logies as the 3D print for the reproduction of architectonical elements, objects and mosaics.
In 2020 he organized the exhibition “La vita all origine dell 'urbanizzazione. I risultati della
missione archeologica a Jebel al-Mutawwaq, Giordania”, presenting the last results of the
Italian-Spanish excavations at Jebel al-Mutawwaq, inaugurated at the Umbria Archaeologi-
cal Museum of Perugia (MANU) on 09/10/2020.



In 2019 he organized the exhibition “The Land of Jordan: An Italian Perspective”, in the
framework of the “XIV International Congress on the History and Archaeology of Jordan”
(Florence 21-25 January 2019), replicated with the title “Terra di Giordania” at MANU
(Umbria Archaeological Museum of Perugia) on April 2019.

In 2014 he organized the exhibition “Ex Oriente. Scavi e ricerche dell'Universita degli Studi
di Perugia nel Vicino e Medio Oriente: Giordania, Kuwait e Iraq”, inaugurated at Perugia
University, Murena Palace, where some archaeological models and 3D replicas of artifacts
coming from the Jebel al- Mutawwaq excavations have been set up.

In 2012 he organized the exhibition “Jebel al-Mutawwaq e l'enigma dei dolmen: la Giorda-
nia agli inizi dell'Eta del bronzo”, inaugurated at Perugia University, Manzoni Palace. In the
exhibition were showed to the public several photographic panels with pictures of Jebel al-

Mutawwagq (Jordan) and of the ongoing excavations of the first season.

National awards

In 2005 he won the award of the Italian National Council of Researches (CNR) “Progetto
Promozionale Ricerca” to support the publication of his MA thesis as a monograph in the
scientific series CMAO (vol XI, 2006).

In 2011 he result eligible to the national competition for a researcher fixed position at CNR,
Scientific Area “Antiquity sciences and history of art” (Raggruppamento Omogeneo II,
codice di riferimento RM92/2).

In 2012 he won with Davide Nadali and Daniele Chiriu the FIRB 2012 grant of MIUR, with
the three-years project started in 2013 entitled “Time Through Colors: Analysis of Painted
Artifacts in Their Archaeological, Historical and Sociological Contexts”. The project, coordi-
nated by Sapienza University of Rome (Department of Antiquities), includes Perugia Univer-
sity (Department of Humanities), Cagliari University (Department of Physic) and the Ash-
molean Museum of Oxford.

In 2017 he won the award “Annual price dedicated to young researchers for the best publi-
cation - Year 2016” of Perugia University with the publication “Dolmen 317 and its Hidden
Burial”, published on the Bulletin of the American Schools of the Oriental Research (BA-
SOR) no. 372 (2014).

Scientific congresses and conferences

He participated to several archaeological international congresses, with posters and papers:

- International Congress on Archaeology of Ancient Near East (ICAANE: Rome 18-23
March 1998, Copenhagen 21-25 May 2000, Paris 15-19 April 2002, Berlin 29 April 3
March 2004, Madrid 3-8 April 2006, Rome 5-10 May 2008, London 12-16 April 2010,
Warsaw 30 April 4 May 2012, Basilea 9-13 June 2014, Vienna 25-29 April 2016, Munich
3-7 April 2018; Bologna 6-9 April 2021; Copenhagen 22-26 May 2023; Lyon 2-7 June
2025).

- Annual Meeting of the American Schools of Oriental Research (ASOR: San Diego 19-22 No-

vember 2014; Atlanta 18-21 November 2015; Boston 15-18 November 2017; Denver 14-17 No-
vember 2018; Virtual Meeting 12-22 November 2020).



- Rencontre Assyriologique Internationale (RAI: Barcellona 26-30 July 2010; Rome 4-7 July 2011;
Turin 12-16 July 2021).

- International Congress on the History and Archaeology of Jordan (ICHAJ: Berlin 5-11 May 2013;
Amman 22-27 May 2016; Florence 21-25 January 2019).

- Annual meeting of the European Association of Archaeologists (EAA: Maastricht 30 August - 3
September 2017; Barcellona 5-8 September 2018).

- Annual meeting of the Italian Society of Archaeoastronomy (SIA: Rome 28-29 September 2007,
Ferrara 17-18 October 2008, Bologna 28-29 October 2011; Albano Laziale 4-5 October
2012; Rome 6-8 September 2017; Genova 22-24 October 2018; Bari 10-12 October 2019; Perugia
8-9 October 2021).

- Annual Meeting of the European Society for Astronomy in Culture (SEAC: Rodi 2008, Alessan-

dria 2009; Ljubljana 2012; Roma 2015).

Invited conferences

- “Megalitismo, urbanizzazione e trasformazione del paesaggio: le alture della Transgiordania al-
I'inizio dell'eta del Bronzo”, Sapienza University of Rome, Seminars in the framework of the Ital-
ian National PRIN 2022 “The Price of Progress. A Multidisciplinary Research on Human-Envi-
ronment Interactions in the Levant at the Dawn of Urbanism (3500-2000 BCE)”, Rome, Italy, 13
May 2025.

- “Prime citta, necropoli megalitiche e trasformazione del paesaggio in Transgiordania fra la fine
del IV e gli inizi del III millennio a.C.; il caso di Jebel al-Mutawwaq”, Pisa University, Seminars
in the framework of the Italian National PRIN 2022 “The Price of Progress. A Multidisciplinary
Research on Human-Environment Interactions in the Levant at the Dawn of Urbanism
(3500-2000 BCE)”, Pisa, Italy, 7 April 2025.

- “Southern Levantine Stone Calendars: The Orientations of the Late Chalcolithic and Early Bronze
Age Sacred Precincts in Transjordan”, Sapienza University of Rome, Seminars in the framework
of the Italian National PRIN 2022 “Synchronized with Nature. Measuring Time in Ancient Egypt
and Mesopotamia Archaeological and Textual Evidence”, Rome, Italy, 23 January 2025.

- “I primi esperimenti urbani in Trangiordania all’inizio dell’Eta del Bronzo”, Sapienza University
of Rome (Conferences of the “Museo del Vicino Oriente, Egitto e Mediterraneo”), Rome, Italy, 17
January 2025.

- “Back to Sumer. Recent results from the Italian Excavations at Tell Zurghul, ancient Nigin, in
Southern Iraq” University of Pennsylvania, Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, Phil-
adelphia, 15-16 June 2018.

- “Astronomical Heritage of the Middle East”, Yerevan, Armenia, 13-17 November 2017.

- 8th International Conference on Science and Technology in Archaeology and Conservation, Am-
man, Jordan, 21-25 May 2017.

- International Dolmen Workshop, Copenhagen University, Copenhagen, Denmark, 29 March2017.

- “Missioni Archeologiche Italiane in Giordania”, Paestum, XIX Borsa Mediterranea del Turismo
Archeologico, 28 October 2016.

- “Sky and culture”, Paestum, XIII Borsa Mediterranea del Turismo Archeologico, 18-20 No-
vember 2010.



- International Workshop on the Tourism Development of the site of Jericho, in Palestine (In-
ternational Training Workshop, UNESCO, Ariha, Palestine 7-11 February 2005).

Scientific committee participations
- International Congress on the History and Archaeology of Jordan, Firenze, 21-25 January 2019.

- 17th annual meeting of the Italian Society of Archacoastronomy, Rome 6-8 September2017.

- CPAVO: Conferenza Programmatica degli Archeologi del Vicino Oriente Iraq e Siria. Il Patrimo-
nio Archeologico tra Rischi e Prospettive, Florence, Palagio dei Capitani di Parte Guelfa 16-17
December 2016.

Organization of workshops in international congresses
- On 24 May 2023 he organized, together with Prof. Susanne Kerner (University of Copenhagen) a
workshop entitled “De-constructing a Megalithic Landscape: dolmens in the Levant between the

Late Chalcolithic and the Early Bronze Age II: landscapes, rituals and socio-economics”, during
the 12° International Congress on the Archaeology of the Ancient Near East, Copenhagen.

- On 28 April 2021 he organized, together with Davide Nadali (Sapienza University of Rome) a
workshop entitled “Fluid Crescent: Water and Life in the societies of the Ancient Near East”, for
the presentation of the PRIN Co-fin 2017 “Fluid Crescent”’project results.

- In 2017 he organized, together with Michael Templer (University of Neuchatel) the workshop
“Transition in Prehistory”, during the 23° annual meeting of the European Association of Archae-
ologists, Maastricht.

- In 2017 he organized, together with Sara Pizzimenti (Sapienza University of Rome) and Vito
Francesco Polcaro (National Institute of Astrophysics INAF) the workshop “Ex Oriente: Mithra
and the others. Astronomical contents in the cults of Eastern origin in ancient Italy and Western
Mediterranean”, during the 17° annual meeting of the SIA (Italian society of Archeoastronomy),
Rome.

- In 2016 he organized, together with Davide Nadali (Rome Sapienza University) and Holly Pitt-
mann (Stanford University) the workshop “Ancient Lagash: a Workshop on Current Research and
Future Trajectories”, during the 10° International Congress on the Archaeology of the Ancient Near
East, Vienna.

- In 2015 he organized, together with Douglas Clark (La Sierra University), the “Madaba Museum
Workshop”, during the annual meeting of the American Schools of Oriental Research at Atlanta, for
the presentation of the results of the “Madaba Archaeological Museum Project”(MRAMP).

Memberships of scientific societies

He is member of several scientific societies as the ASOR (American Schools of Oriental Research),
the EAA (European Association of Archaeologists), the IPP (Istituto di Preistoria e Protostoria), the
SIA (Societa Italiana di Archeoastronomia); the SEAC (Société Européenne pour I’ Astronomie dans
la Culture).

Publications
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Polcaro, A., Muniz, J., Caselli, A. (eds.), Jebel al-Mutawwaq. A 4th Millennium BCE Village and
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